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Greetings Friends;

Ok. I'm a pastor, right? Many people expect thaewhget up out of my bed that the Angel of thed_bas
already poured me a cup of coffee and is sittinguyninspiration room just waiting on me to commuvith him. After
doing so | slip into my glorified body and quoteriture all the way to the office, where, whentiae God has
emailed me the next six months of sermons | shprddch.YEAH RIGHT ! As Sunshine says, what are you smok-
ing?

Walking with God isn’t easy; in fact, | would argtheat for a pastor and for most reading this @atually more
of a challenge, especially in the time we are bvin. We face critics, spiritual warfare and thalitees of life on an
enormous scale. Ministry is draining it always basen and always will be. And those things takallaoh us if we do
not do whatever it takes to make sure we haveid sohnection with Jesus. Here are just a few thtsithat | still
wrestled;

#1 — Why is the church so content with being norwlaén God has promised the supernatural?

#2 — Why are some in the church obsessed withr@htpinformation but have no desire to live out the

transformation that Jesus brings?

#3 — Why do we claim to follow a God who changesdhk and yet often times we refuse to change tRings

#4 — Why do we set our expectations on the lifé Jieaus wants us to live so low when Scripturetbets

so high?

#5 — Why is it that so many church leaders wouldarlead through imitation (becoming just like smne

else) rather than revelation (listeningstmd and then doing what He says?)

Now church history tells us that from 100 to 31DAChristianity was illegal and persecuted but thaumber
of Christians grew from 25,000 to twenty million.nydid it grow so rapidly? Historians suggest tvaecisive influ-
ences. Both of these weptagues

Typically, widespread “death bringing” epidemicsnd@dd to anyone’s “attendance numbers”, but hisits
tell us that Christianity grew rapidly in large paecause of these two horrific plagues. Wherptagues came, eve-
ryone fled the cities to avoid the lethal contagemeryone, that igxcept Christians.

These first Christians understood they had nogpia religion, but a revolution. They knew theyldmot
add others to the revolution by power, so theyitdidrough the way they lived their lives. Theydvout the power-
ful love of Christ. They realized they could casdmething and die, but they hoped those to whomithristered
would also catch something — the love of Chrishé bve, eternally.

They chose to be people offering contagious lifeg place filled with contagious death, and becafisleat
decision the revolution spread. They had nothingely on except love, but fortunately love worked.

Now, experts tell us that there are about 8 millesspeople going to church today in America than twent
years ago. Why are we going backwards? | thirskd€cause too often we’re relying on everythingepktove and
faith.

Hebrews 11:&ays that without faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to pleaed. When | came here nine years ago my
prayer was to see“&od thing” happen not just &good thing.” | did not want another religious experience, but a
revolution.

| am soo00000 excited, that | became the pastorcohgregation of seekers, followers, and kingdobuilders
where being fiormal” was not the expectation!

When you stop and consider the overall growth weelexperienced in the last nine years, it's miracsl!
From 60 people to over 800 people, added over PGs§Qare feet to our ministry campus with threéedéint building
projects (this last one we did by paying cashtjoamd all this now sets on 13 1/2 acres, thatthing but a God thing.
Heartland has become a*Xentury supernatural church.



While none of the supernatural things that | mergtbat the beginning of this letter has happendaget,
| do sense the supernatural power and influentleeoHoly Spirit everyday as | lead this great chuiamily and
experience people offering contagious life to qahvese of influence!

| want to say a very special thanks to all our é&xalip team for their prayers and constant suppuaot!
Bienemann, Paul Oman, Ernie Brix, Willis Dickense Redmon, and Tom Homrich are all such mighty ofen
God and great character. What a privilege it iseive with these men on the battlefield.

Our pastoral staff has continued to move Hearttamdgrd excellence in all the ministries that weeoff
Regin Johnson, Byron Benedict, Matt Willingham, détilavos, Jeff Nice, Greg Michalec, Sarah Gujardo,
Sunshine Willingham, and most importantly, my fdewife, and greatest support Rhonda. All of oaffstontin-
ues to serve Christ and HCC above and beyond thefauty. We are blessed to have this pastoedf stading
and serving with us in such an important hour efkimgdom.

While | could go on and on, | will close with thesatement. If your vision seems “impossible,” ifdee is
absolutely certain unless God somehow gets invaived | would say that you are probably on thetrigdck.
(Please remember that there is a fine line betwagh and stupidity, which is why it is SO essdribanake sure
you have heard from God and didn’t just eat soniaza!)in John 17:14-18Jesus prayed that His followers
would not be taken out of the world, yet too marg/taying to do just that! Listen, “IT IS VERY HARTO
CHANGE A WORLD THAT YOU ARE NOT IN!""" My final wordto you is, “we don’t need to FEAR the
darkness but rather dominate it. | believe the dhis about to checkmate the devil!”

Blessed, .
Pastor Phil

Pastor Phil Willingham
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Three Powerful Services
with
x Evangelists Marcus & Lorretta Kelly
Ministering in Word and Song

Friday, April 2, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.
o Saturday, April 3, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.
® Sunday, April 4, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.
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